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INTRODUCTION
“This is the story of  the great war that 
Rikki-tikki-tavi fought single-handed...”

The classic Jungle Book tale of  the mongoose Rikki-
tikki-tavi and his war with two wicked cobras has 
been a favorite of  generations of  children. We fear 
the terrible snakes, even as we are in awe of  them; 
we tremble with Teddy; we rejoice with Darzee, 
and we dare to hope that if  we face a wicked 
enemy one day as Rikki-tikki-tavi does, we can do it 
with the same courage and sacrifice as the little 
mongoose.

“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” is a perfect story for children to 
perform on stage. This script, closely adapted from 
Rudyard Kipling’s original story, can be performed 
simply with a handful of  children playing together, 
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or elaborately as a true production on stage, 
complete with costumes and lights. 

USING THIS SCRIPT
With eleven main speaking parts, a narrator, and 
the possibility of  adding many more children in the 
garden chorus of  frogs and little birds (see Scene 
IV), this script is flexible for your theatrical needs. 

While larger productions with many young children 
can cast 20-30 players, smaller productions can 
scale back the garden chorus, or eliminate it 
altogether and perform the play with 10-12 players 
(one actor could play Karait and Chuchundra). The 
garden celebration of  “Darzee’s Chant” can also be 
omitted (Scene IV), which may be particularly 
helpful for a young cast and a young actor playing 
Darzee. 

This play also works well for actors in a variety of  
ages. 

STAGING
Stage directions are given in italics through the 
script. Refer to the stage map on the facing page.

SETS AND PROPERTIES
You could stage “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” without any 
sets or properties. The narration and the actors are 
enough to lead your audience’s imagination to a 
bungalow in British India. Your production may 
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

NARRATOR 

RIKKI-TIKKI-TAVI, the mongoose
TEDDY, the boy 
TEDDY’S FATHER

TEDDY’S MOTHER

DARZEE, the Tailorbird
DARZEE’S WIFE

NAG, a black cobra
NAGAINA, Nag’s wife, a female black cobra
CHUCHUNDRA, the muskrat
KARAIT, the dusty brown snakeling 
COPPERSMITH(S), (1+)
FROG(S), (0-10)
LITTLE BIRD(S), (0-10)
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SCENE I
A MONGOOSE JOINS THE HOUSEHOLD

British India. In the house and garden of  an 
Englishman, his wife, and their son, TEDDY. The 
stage is mostly bare, but simple props indicate the 
house and garden. Stage left, a table and chairs 
suggest a room of  the house. Stage right and center 
are the garden with a bird’s nest upstage right. 

The stage is dark. TEDDY, TEDDY’S MOTHER, 
and TEDDY’S FATHER sit at the table and RIKKI-
TIKKI-TAVI is lying in a heap downstage right. 

NARRATOR
This is the story of  the great war that Rikki-tikki-
tavi fought single-handed, through the bathrooms 
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of  the big bungalow in Segowlee cantonment. 
Darzee, the tailor-bird, helped him, and 
Chuchundra, the musk-rat, who never comes out 
into the middle of  the floor, but always creeps 
round by the wall, gave him advice; but Rikki-tikki 
did the real fighting.

(Lights up, with a spotlight on RIKKI-TIKKI-TAVI)

One day, a high summer flood washed him out of  
the burrow where he lived with his father and 
mother, and carried him, kicking and clucking, 
down a roadside ditch. He found a little wisp of  
grass floating there, and clung to it till he lost his 
senses. When he revived, he was lying in the hot 
sun in the middle of  a garden path, very draggled 
indeed.

RIKKI-TIKKI-TAVI lies in a heap at stage right, 
looking dead. TEDDY rises from his chair and 
walks across the stage and discovers the animal, 
then calls to his mother.

TEDDY
(sadly)

Here's a dead mongoose.

Let's have a funeral.

TEDDY’S MOTHER walks across to TEDDY and 
kneels down next to him.
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